
 

      Hillingdon Borough 

ISSUE EIGHT
February 2017

The Chief’s Brief 
In the last Communicator 
I discussed confidence 
ratings. Whilst I nervously 
await the next statistics I 
would like to share an 
email I got from a 
resident who had possibly 
the best solutions ever: 

 
“…I have a solution for you, but I'm not sure that 
it's one that you'll be able to sanction.  People who 
access police services are satisfied, but people who 
haven't needed police services say you don't do a 
good job.  It's obvious - you need to get someone to 
commit a small crime against every resident: once 
each resident comes into contact with the police 
they'll be converted into a satisfied customer! 
 
I'm sure that the 44% of people who don't think 
that the police do a good job read at least one of 
the [newspaper name redacted], [newspaper name 
redacted], or [name redacted]’s Facebook pages.  I 
don't know if it's possible to reason with people 
who believe everything negative that they read, but 
having people drip-fed bad local news in their 
Facebook news feed every day is bound to depress 
them. 
 
I also reckon that now that many of the back 
alleyways in Ruislip Manor have big metal gates on 
them, they look like pigpens.  I keep hens as pets in 
my garden, and would love to keep pigs.  I have 
been trying to convince my neighbours for years 
that we should club together and keep pigs in the 
service road. No burglar is going to break in if their 
way in or out is through a pigpen with a herd of 150 
lb pigs in it.  Unfortunately my neighbours just think 

I'm nuts.  Do you think you could persuade them to 
run a pilot pigshare scheme?!...” 
 
Slightly edited to spare blushes. It’s just a bit of fun 
and I hope you laughed the way I did. I appreciate 
all feedback, especially the funny stuff. 
 
T/Chief Inspector Rob Bryan 
 
The power of social media 
Just before Christmas 
we posted a story on 
our Facebook page 
about two officers 
helping out an elderly 
gentleman. Well done 
to PC Dawson and PC 
Fowles for going that 
extra mile. The story 
reached over 2M 
Facebook accounts, 
was shared over 3800 
times and has nearly 
4000 comments.  
 
We are always keen to make sure our FB page is 
what people want to read. We recently asked if you 
still wanted to see images of those convicted of 
crimes posted to our page. The majority said yes. 
That being said it is important to remember that 
innocent families of those convicted are also 
impacted by the images. Taking everything into 
account, we will continue to post images – but this 
is not to “name and shame”. We do it so the 
general public are aware of the consequences of 
criminal activity, it’s not a modern day version of 
the stocks.   
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Body Worn Cameras 
All operational officers in Hillingdon have been 
issued with Body Worn Videos (BWV). The cameras 
help bring about speedier justice for victims and this has 
proved successful in domestic abuse cases where there 
has been an increase in earlier guilty pleas from 
offenders who know their actions have been recorded. 
 
The BWV offers greater transparency for those in 
front of the camera as well as behind it. Residents 
can feel reassured during their interactions with the 
police, whilst allowing us to demonstrate the 
professionalism of our officers in the many 
challenging and contentious interactions, such as 
the use of stop and search. 
 
Footage recorded on BWV is subject to legal 
safeguards and guidance. The footage is 
automatically uploaded to secure servers once the 
device has been docked, and flagged for use as 
evidence at court or other proceedings. A video 
that is not retained as evidence or for a policing 
purpose is automatically deleted within 31 days. 
 
The cameras will be worn attached to the officer's 
uniform and will not be permanently recording. 
This ensures that interactions with the public are 
not unnecessarily impeded. Members of the public 
will be told as soon as practical that they are being 
recorded and when the camera is recording, it is 
highly visibly - notable by a flashing red circle in the 
centre of the camera and a frequent beeping noise 
when the camera is activated. 
 
T/Chief Insp. Richard Watkinson has said "BWV will 
support our officers in the challenging situations 
they have to deal with, at the same time as building 
public confidence. Hillingdon was a trial site for the 
cameras and this was a huge success, building trust 
in policing, reducing complaints against police and 
increasing convictions at court, in some cases 
saving the victims the need to provide evidence at 
court. Video captures events in a way that cannot 
be represented on paper in the same detail, a 
picture paints a thousand words, and it has been 
shown the mere presence of this type of video can 
often defuse potentially violent situations without 
the need for force to be used." 
 
Hillingdon’s Beat 
PC Bonny, PC Jayasinghe, PC Luck and PC Murphy 
were the first officers on scene when a man was 
threatening to jump off a bridge into the canal. 

Members of the public were already holding on to 
him to stop him falling. Working together the 
officers and public pulled him to safety and he was 
taken to a place where he could get the care he 
needed. Well done to all involved, officers and 
public alike.    
 
Good work from PC Archer when a Land Rover 
failed to stop for him. The vehicle was soon 
cornered and driver detained. Not only did the 
driver have no licence, the vehicle also turned out 
to be stolen and on false plates. To add to his woes, 
the driver was also wanted by Uxbridge Magistrates 
Court for driving offences and threats to kill. One 
less villain on the streets.   
 
And in another vehicle stop, PC Archer again got a 
result. This time several thousand pounds worth of 

cash was 
found in the 
vehicle and 
the driver 
was arrested 
for money 
laundering 
and the cash 
seized. 
 

Police were called to a report of a man being 
harassed by a group of men into withdrawing 
money at a bank in High Street, Uxbridge. The 
victim also told us that he believed the men to have 
a gun. Under DS Cairns’ leadership, plain clothes 
officers on foot identified the suspects. Officers 
including armed officers attended the location and 
the victim was found uninjured. Three men were 
arrested near to the scene on suspicion of 
demanding money with menaces and on suspicion 
of possession of a prohibited weapon. Great result. 
 
Well done to the Heathrow Villages Safer 
Neighborhood Team. Whilst on patrol they stopped 
a suspicious car in West Drayton. Inside the officers 
discovered a total of 53 bottles of spirits and a bag 
of security seals removed from said bottles, plus 
screwdrivers and wire cutters. The four occupants 
were arrested for theft and going equipped to steal. 
When later searching their home addresses the 
officers came across another person who was 
wanted for failing to appear at court. Arrest 
number 5 for the night. Well done Team. 


