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Police Non Emergency: 101 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111 
 

 

A scam email is currently doing the rounds which purports to be from the NHS and 
informs recipients that they can apply for their “Digital Corona Virus Passport” via a 
link. This link takes the victim to a fake, but convincing, NHS website which asks for 
personal and payment details for an admin fee.  Although the website has since been 
taken down, it is likely that similar websites will pop up from time to time.  Remember, 
that your vaccination status can been obtained FREE through the NHS App, website or 
by calling the NHS on 119.  More information is available on the gov.uk website: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-vaccination-status-when-travelling-abroad 

Don’t forget to report any scam emails to report@phishing.gov.uk  

 
Just a reminder that if you are lucky enough to be able to take a holiday away from 
home or even a night or two’s short break, you need to be very vigilant with your home 
security.  The usual advice is here: 

• Never disclose your holiday itinerary or send “wish you were here” messages on 
social media.  Doing so will give potential burglars the green light. 

• Ensure that your house looks occupied.  Do not close the curtains – in daytime 
this shows that the house is empty.  Use timer switches to turn on lights when it 
gets dark. 

• Cancel any milk, newspapers and avoid deliveries of on-line shopping. 
• Cut the lawn before you depart and trim back any plants which burglars might 

hide behind. 
• Consider leaving important documents and valuable items with a family 

member or trusted friend, or lock securely in a safe. 
• Move valuable items kept in sheds/garages into the house. 
• Do not put your home address on your baggage when travelling TO your 

destination. 
• Finally, make sure you have locked all outside doors and windows. 
• Make sure the alarm is set and the code and house key left with a trusted 

neighbour/friend who can investigate (with caution) if the alarm is activated. 
 
As lockdown restrictions ease, public places will inevitably become more crowded.  It is 
therefore vital that you take great care of wallets and handbags, so always: 

• Stay vigilant for distraction techniques and be aware of anyone getting too 
close to you. 

• If you carry large amounts of cash, use a money belt or divide it between 
several pockets.  Inside pockets are safer – never put valuables in back pockets. 

• Carry your handbag (zipped) in front of you with the flap against your body. 
• Try not to stand near doors on a bus or train as these are the prime spots for 

pickpockets as they can get away easily from the scene. 
• In crowded places, don’t wear a backpack – always carry it in front of you. 
• Avoid visibly handling your wallet or purse in crowded situations. 
• Keep mobile phone conversations short. Make a note of your phone’s IMEI 

serial number (dial *#06# to see it) so you can block it if your phone is stolen. 
• Register gadgets and valuables for free with the UK Property Register at 

immobilise.com and install phone tracking. 
• If stopping for a coffee, do not hang valuables on the back of your chair.  Ideally, 

put a chair leg or your foot through the strap. 
• Only carry what you need.  If you don’t need all your cards or cash, leave them 

at home. 

ActionFraud: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

Hillingdon 
Neighbourhood Watch 

is supported by 
Hillingdon Community Trust 

and the 
London Borough of 

Hillingdon 
 
 

Keep in Touch 
Co-ordinators and 

neighbours, please keep in 
contact via email, as shown 

above.   
 

Our website also contains 
further information on topics 

in this newsletter 
www.hillingdonnhw.co.uk 

 
 
 
To contact your ward Local 
Neighbourhood Police Team, 
telephone: 

 

              J u l y - A u g u s t  2 0 2 1  

Barnhill 
 

020 8721 2554 
Botwell 
 

020 8721 2757 
Brunel 
 

020 8721 2551 
Cavendish 
 

020 8721 2550 
Charville 020 8721 2552 
E’cote & ERuis 
RuisRuislip 

020 8721 2548 
ToHarefield 020 8721 2544 
Heathrow Vill 020 8721 2557 
Hillingdon E 020 7161 8171 
Ickenham 020 8721 2543 
Manor 020 8721 2549 
Northwood 020 8721 2545 
Northwood 
Hills 

020 8721 2546 
Pinkwell 020 8721 2556 
South Ruislip 020 8721 2011 
Townfield 07843 291091 
Uxbridge North 020 7161 8170 
Uxbridge South 07717 733782 
West Drayton 020 8721 2018 
West Ruislip 020 8721 2547 
Yeading 07766 991019 
Yiewsley 020 8721 2713 
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              Watch  
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Residential burglary 
figures for Month 
Ending as shown – 
figures extracted 
from the MPS Crime 
Data Dashboard A
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Barnhill 3 3 2 

Botwell 5 8 3 

Brunel 3 1 2 

Cavendish 0 3 3 

Charville 4 4 1 

E’cote & E.Ruislip 7 2 4 

Harefield 1 1 0 

Heathrow Villages 4 6 6 

Hillingdon East 0 2 2 

Ickenham 3 4 0 

Manor 3 5 7 

Northwood 2 4 2 

Northwood Hills 4 6 2 

Pinkwell 2 5 4 

South Ruislip 1 1 4 

Townfield 5 8 10 

Uxbridge North 3 4 4 

Uxbridge South 0 4 2 

West Drayton 6 7 4 

West Ruislip 2 5 4 

Yeading 3 2 8 

Yiewsley 5 5 5 

TOTALS 66 90 79 

 Have you ever heard of a “ghost broker”?  Apparently, they are fraudsters who 
sell fake or invalid car insurance policies. Victims are sold fake insurance 
documents for a policy that does not exist, or for a genuine policy that has been 
set up using false details in order to lower the price of the premium.  These 
fraudsters tend to target vulnerable communities, including members of non-
English speaking communities who may not have full knowledge of UK insurance 
and laws, as well as young people looking for cheaper insurance deals.  These 
people lure victims usually via social media or by word of mouth, posing as 
middlemen for well-known insurance companies, claiming they can offer 
legitimate car insurance at a significantly cheaper price. 
As these policies are either invalid, non-existent or fraudulent, it means that 
victims are driving without valid insurance, the penalties for which include a 
£300 fixed penalty notice, 6 points on your driving licence, and your vehicle 
being seized and crushed. 
If a deal seems too good to be true, then it probably is.  If you are not sure about 
the broker, check on the Financial Conduct Authority or the British Insurance 
Brokers’ Association website for a list of authorised insurance brokers. 
If you think you have been a victim of this fraud, report it to Action Fraud or the 
Insurance Fraud Bureau via its confidential Cheatline on 0800 422 0421 or on the 
IFB website. 
 
Royal Mail delivery scams continue to be widespread – victims receive texts or 
emails claiming that a package requires a small payment in order to be delivered. 
Once victims click on the link they are asked to provide personal information. A 
full list of the variations can be found on the Royal Mail website: 
https://www.royalmail.com/help/scam-examples  
 

With the closure of High Street bank branches continuing apace, residents in need of cash will no longer be able to 
avoid using the ATM.  Here is a timely reminder on measures to keep safe: 

• Be aware of anyone standing close by and always check for devices attached to the machine before inserting 
your card and enter your PIN. If you see something suspicious, steer clear and go inside the bank (if there is 
one!) where it will be safer.  Always keep a check on your transactions. 

• When using the ATM be extremely vigilant – cover your PIN and keep an eye on your card at all times. If 
someone taps you on the shoulder or tries to speak to you, ignore them. 

Recently, an elderly person went to a local ATM just to obtain a bank statement but when walking away with it a 
person close by suggested that he had forgotten to pick up £20 from the ATM.  The victim looked and of course, there 
was no £20 note so he put in his card again to check that no money had been withdrawn from his account. At this 
point the ‘helpful person’ was joined by an accomplice and a distraction was created whereby the card disappeared.  
When the victim went into the bank to report the card loss, it was revealed that a total of £600 had been stolen. 

OWL, used by the Police and NHW to send out crime alerts and crime prevention 
advice directly to residents, now has over 16,300 members on Hillingdon alone!  It is 
the only secure communications system in the UK that is Police approved under the 
“Secured by Design” scheme.  We invite YOU to sign up to OWL today at: 
www.owl.co.uk – and if you’re already on OWL please tell your neighbours. 

 

 

 

Hi l l i ng d on  
N e ighb ou rhood  

   Wa tch  

BE AN ACTIVE GOOD NEIGHBOUR, 
BE ON WATCH AND  

BE ON A WATCH! 

To obtain the new OWL Mobile App, search Google Play or the App Store for 
“OWL crime alerts” 

https://www.royalmail.com/help/scam-examples
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